Washington and Tel Aviv. The hijacking of three commercial jetliners on September 6, 1970 and the outbreak of civil war in Jordan two weeks later, however, changed that. The same firm, inflexible Israeli attitude that the Nixon administration rejected before the conflict became something that it valued and considered effective during it. Israel's tough diplomatic posture, operational capability, and willingness to assist Washington in managing the crisis demonstrated its capacity to operate as a strategic partner. The resolution of the crisis in late September 1970 marks the point when the Nixon administration began to view Israel more as a strategic asset than it did a diplomatic liability. 
Research advisor William Gray writes, "Bradley

